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M. DCC, XL, 


E following Poem being given 
* 7 | me by a Gentleman of Worth, 
N 205 | (whoſe Favours hereafter I ſhall 
be proud to acknowledge in a 
more publick Manner) who meeting with 
it by Accident from a Friend abroad ; I 
prevailed with him to let it be publiſhed 
through my Hands, fince he as well as I 
thought it wrong that ſo excellent a Piece 
ſhould be kept for the Amuſement of 
Two or Three only. I need give it no 
A 2 fur- 


[s] 


n Commendation, * to ſay he 
approv d of i it. 


Tn 18 . FRM bear the ſtricteſt 
Obſervations of the ſevereſt Criticks, and 
more rightly claims their Remarks, than 
ſeveral that have been criticiſed upon: I 
mult needs ſay, It deſerves to be intro- 
duced to the World by an older Hand ; 


For when had Youth the Leiſure to be wile ? 


I wouLD not be thought to encroach 
upon the Province of that profound So- 
ciety ; but if any thing made me exert 
the. Critick, it is the following Poem: 
for doabilel ſome of the moſt ſhining 
Parts would be hurried over unobſerved, 
and blended with the reſt. For it is moſt 
certain, That more than are capable of 
finding out the Beauties, will come to the 
Reading of it. 


TRI true Occonomy throughout the 
whole, the lively Deſcriptions, the natu- 
ral Similies, the ſimple Grandeur of the 

Lan- 


- 
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['v ] 
Language, and the Regularity of the 
Numbers, render it a finiſhed Work. 


As to the Verſe, it is in Imitation of 
SyxNCER, as is much of his Style; 
which they that have read both will eafily 


perceive. 


1H x inſcribe it to his Friend, and his 
Miſtreſs; his Manner of Addreſs is ad- 
mirable : He quite through does Juſtice 
to both Sexes. The Field of Battle is 
Lir E, where he gives a lively Deſcrip- 
tion of it; which I may ſay of all the | 
reſt of his Deſcriptions. The Choice of his 
Antagoniſts 1s much to be admired ; he 
makes Br auTy conquer FoRTITUDE : 
His Oppoſition of Cunning to WIS po 
is very juſt. His Deſcription of P a- 
TIENCE, LusT and his Shield, Virtue, 
'Marriace, and Love, ſhew as deep | 
a Penetration as any that ever were 1 
written. | — 
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TRE following Lines of PTIEN CE | 
N plainly demonſtrate he was as well read 
in | 
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in the Ancients of other Languages, as of 


his own. 


Nobly deform'd with honourable. Scars, 
A branching Palm the Chieftain's Target bore, 


\ Whoſe Boughs, the more oppreſs'd, * riſe 


the more. 


And that of the PR UD x, 
By Mortals HonouR call'd, by Angels PRIDE. 


As do ſeveral others in the Poem. 


Hrs making Los r, in the Diſguiſe 
of Lovx, conquer Paine and Mopks r v, 
calls to my Remembrance an 0 
{ heard a very ingenious Gentlewoman 
make of her own "Sex; That if they 
were free from both Modeſty and 
Pride, they were left entirely expoſed to 
the Aſſaults of Man. 


H E ſhews in the Fortv-frit Stanza the 
powerful Effects of true Love. 
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L vi ] 
Tus Speech that MARRIAOE makes 
at the latter End carries pure undeniable 
Truths with it; 
Gently ſhall thoſe be rul'd, who gently ſway'd 
Abject ſhall thoſe obey, who haughty were obey'd. 


IN the Forty- fifth Stanza ſee the fatal 
Conſequences of mercenary Marriages. 


And each Day's Truth ſhall moralize his Song. 


I nave proceeded thus far to no other 
Purpoſe, but to enlighten the Reader in 
the main Deſign, and to encourage him, 
from this, to ſearch out the Beauties I 
have left undiſcovered ; for ſhould I pre- 
tend to give the unknown Author his 


Due, I muſt canvas every Line; which 


would {well my Obſervations to a far 
more voluminous Piece than the Work 


' Itſelf ? 


To cane; if able nmol 
Wit conſiſt in Deſcription ; and if De- 


ſcription is to be ſet off by a juſt Pro- 
priety of Words and Thoughts, in Sub- 
jects 


[ i 

jects capable of being enlivened by Ima- 
gination or Fancy, all which ſerve at 
once both for the Improvement and De- 
light of Mankind: Then this Author 


muſt be allowed to have attained the great 
End of Poetry. 


THE 
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deſign'd, 
A while with Favour, patiently attend, 
Smile, and begin not now to be unkind, 
Blut tho' the Poet pleaſe not, ſpare the 
| Friend, | 
\ þ And thou, dear Object of my growing Love, 


Whom now I muſt not, or I dare not name, 
Approve my Verſe, which ſhines, if you approve ; 
Let giddy Madmen court deluſive Fame 
Let your Acceptance ſweet o'erpay my Toll ; 
Let Age and Rigour frown, ſo Youth and Beauty ſmile, 
B II. 
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Of Arms, which erſt contending Sexes bore, 
I fing; and Wars for Fame and Empire made, 
Deppotick Man ruld with tyrannick Pow'r, 
Obey'd, but with ReluQance ſtill obey'd ; 
With Words his long-diſputed Cauſe he tries, 
But Woman's equal Wit diſdains to yield: 
At length to arms ungen'rouſly he flies; 
As quick the Female takes the proffer'd Field; 
Each their ſuperior Merit to maintain, 
For Man was learn'd, and proud; and Woman fair, and vain, 


III 


A Plain there was, call'd LIE, extended wide, 
To which a ſingle painful Paſſage led, 
With num'rous Outlets plac'd on ev'ry Side 
Scenes ſmiling fair the Proſpect overſpread ; 
Flow'rets, and Myrtles fragrant, ſeem'd to riſe. 
All was at Diſtance ſweet, but near at Hand 
The gay Deceit mock'd the deſiring Eyes, „ 
With Thorns, and deſart Heath, and barren Sand. 
Severeſt Change afflicts th' uncertain Air, 
Expos d to Summer Suns, to Blaſts of Winter bare. 


IV. 
Here either Sex their Field of Battle choſe: 
The narrow Entrance by Conſent they paſt; 


But enter'd, ſoon their Enmity diſcloſe, 
And to their diff' rent Standards march with . 
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Brigades of crafty Neuters hov' ring lay 
| Near either Margin of the ſpacious Plain, 
| To wait the doubtful Fortune of the Day, 
> T 4 _ And publick Loſs improve to private Gain. 
| Here Marriage chaſte, there Love had pitch'd his Tent, 
Adverſe from raging Luft, and Avarice Earth- bent. 


| | V. 

The Women firſt, quick to Revenge, were ſeen 
In ſhining rich enamell'd Arms t' advance; 

Like antient Spartans o'er the level Green, 


To gentle Flutes they trod a meaſur'd Dance. 


Strait the Male Banners wave, unfurl'd, in Air, 
4 ' While ſounding Trumps delib'rate Valour breathe, 


b- Kindling in martial Breaſts fierce Love of War, 

And Thirſt of Vengeance, and Contempt of Death. 
Furious they charge, while Fox T IT DR, their Guide 

Conſpicuous in the Van, his Female. Foes defy'd, 


VI. 


I In freſheſt Pride of Life, and Strength of Years, 

( The Male Battalions worthy to command) 
In times of Danger unappall'd with Fears, 
4 k A Chieftain ſwift of Foot, and ſtrong of Hand; 
2 | Nor tir'd with Labours, nor diſmay'd with Pains, 
«| - | Arm'd at all Points, a Stranger to Deſpair ; 
He dreads not Treaſon, and he Force diſdains ; 

In bitter Taunts he thus accoſts the Fair: 
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By Women charg'd ſhall Warriors back recoil ? 


Sharp Swords, and pointed Darts, ſhall Female Diſtaffs foil. 


VII. 


BEAUTY, great Gen'ral of the Female Fight, 
Sprung from the Front with Fox TITuDE t'engage 3 
Her ſlender Limbs for Toils appear too ſlight, 
Yet ſtouteſt Chiefs have trembled at her Rage. 
Steff Ribs of Whale her Coat of Mail compos'd; 
Compos'd with Arts, her taper Waiſt to ſhow. 
A Beavor wrought with black her Helmet clos'd, 
Which by the Name of Maſk the Moderns know, 
Each Step, each Motion, ſhot an artleſs Grace; 
She ſeem'd of Conqueſt ſure, ſure ev'n without her Face, 


VIII. 


The warlike Virgin, and the Heroe choſe, 
In diff'rent Ways to wage an equal Fight; 
With Giant Strength he heaps redoubled Blows; 
Of Force inferior ſhe depends on Flight; 
Eluding furious Strokes by quick Retreat, 
Long time ſhe wards, and wary wy her Place; 
At length her Helm his Sword deſcending met, 
And of her ſable Vizard cut the Lace; 
Millions of ſudden Charms diſcover'd lye, 
Mer Skin, hes Hair, her Brows, her Cheek, her Lip, her Eye. 
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Diſdainful Frowns and Smiles alternate riſe, 

. Swift to her Cheeks the lovely Crimſon ſtreams, 
While kindling Rage darts Lightning from her Eyes, 
And adds new Brightneſs to their native Beams; 

Nor ſhalt thou boaſt, th' undaunted Virgin ſaid, 
Nor am I yet defenceleſs, and o'erthrown. 

His forward Foot the ſhrinking Warrior ſtay'd, 

Damp'd with reſiſtleſs Fear till then unknown. 

Th' inchanting Voice his inmoſt Nerves unſtrung; 


And what her Eyes began, ſhe perfects with her Tongue. 


X. 


But W1sDom next flow marching to his Aid, 

In heavy Armour took th' uncertain Field 
Temper'd his Helm, by wondrous Magick made 
And Proof to Witchcraft was his pond'rous Shield. 
Calm without Fear, and fervent to engage, 

In Action quick, but tardy to adviſe; 

He ſeem'd advanc'd to more than middle Age; 

For when had Youth the Leiſure to be wiſe ? 

Valiant to charge, but not toe proud to fly; 


Reſolv'd his lifted Arm, and quick his piercing Eye. 


XI. 


Now BEAT ſmall avails, for Wrsnom knows 
How ſoon her tranſitory Glories fail, 

That Age brings languid Eyes, and wither'd Brows, 
Her Hairs all hoary, and her Face all pale. 


The 


te 3 


The more he view'd, he view'd with leſs Applauſe ; 
Whom Rage diſtorted, and whom Pride deform'd : 
Sternly his unrelenting Sword he draws, 
Nor by her Looks, nor by her Language warm A. 
Scarce could frail Beauty ſtand his awful View, 
When timely to her Aid deep- mining Cox NIN G flew, 


XII. 


Artful her Boſom heav'd, her rolling Eyes 
Allur'd with Glances, whom in Heart ſhe ſcorn'd ; 
Sweet flow'd her Words with ever-pleaſing Lies, 
An Infant Liſp her double Tongue adorn'd, 
Her Feet half-dancing, negligently pac'd ; 
Her Motion, nay, her Reſt was all Deſign ; 
Her Arms a Scarf, a Ribbon-Bridle grac'd, | 
Whofe Colours glorious in the Sun-beams ſhine, 
I beir Hue ftill varying with the changing Place, 
Yet cach alternate Dye was ſuited to her Face. 


MEE = 


The Springs and Paſſions of the ſecret Mind, 

The witty Sorcereſs could ſurely move ; 
Now cruel falſe, now ſeemiag faithful kind, 

With well-guis'd Hate, and well -diſſembled Love; 
Faſt fell her Tears, obedient to her Will, 

A ſide- long Glance her ogling Eyes would throw; 
Simple in Shew, and innocent of Skill, 

Obſerving moſt what leaſt ſhe ſeem'd to know; 


Then 


1 
Then fartheſt off when moſt approaching near, 
Was never Fraud ſo deep, in Semblance ſo fincere. 


1 XIV. 


A fierce and dubious Conflict now began; 
CUNNING, great Engineer of Womankind, 
| Wisponu, main Champion for contending Man, 
Met, wondring each their Match in Arms to find; 
Il Equal the Fight while both their Station held ; 
While neither Chief the adverſe Camp invades, 
But furious Onſets either Part repell'd, 
By warlike Wiles, and viewleſs Ambuſcades; 
Their Safety not in Strength but flying ſtood, 
They conquer'd, who retir'd, they yielded, who purſu'd. 
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XV. 


Mean Time, far to the Left, great PATIENCE fought, 
Experienc'd Vet'ran, harden'd in Alarms ; 

His Mail ſeem'd Proof *gainſt mortal Fury wrought, 4 
Yet Furrows deep indent his batter'd Ams; 

Loſs with perſiſting Diligence he retriev'd, | Þ 
Arm'd by his preſent Ills for future Wars 

Leader of Men, Wounds had he oft receiv'd, 

| Nobly &eform'd with honourable Scars; 
A branching Palm the Chieftain's Target bore, 
Whoſe Boughs, the more oppreſt, ſuperior riſe the more. 


XVI. 
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XVI. 
Him ScorN oppos'd, an Amazonian Fair, 
Whoſe haughty Eyes were ever glanc'd aſkew ; 
Her Neck writh'd backward with diſdainful Air, 
As ſome diſtaſtful Sight offends her View. 
That filly Maid incurr'd her ſteady Hate, 
That could to Man, tyrannick Fawner, bow. 
At Diſtance let the menial Spaniel wait, 
Or cringing at her Feet his Duty know. 
Studious of Flight, ſhe fear'd to truſt her Feet, 
But rode a Courſer bay, than Eaſtern Winds more flect. 


of 


XVII. 


Tho' Man, as trodden Dirt, her Soul deſpis'd, 
Vet ill her Habit, and her Words agree: 
A manlike Hunter's Dreſs her Form diſguis'd, N 
0 Shafts on her Back, and Buſkins to her Knee. 
She fought, like ancient Parthians, flying faſt, 
And frequent ſtopt her ſwift Purſuer's Speed; 
Still as ſhe ſhot redoubling ſtrait her Haſte, 
Quick born far diſtant by her light-foot Steed; 
Ere-on her Caſk her Foe-man's Sword deſcends ; 


Who gainſt impaſſive Air his idle Fury bends. 


XVIII. 


At length, oft wounded by her backward Dart, 
Diſmounted Pa TIE N CE headlong greets the Plain; 

The boaſtful Conqu'reſs glories in his Smart, 
Stops, and alights, to view, and mock his Pain. 


— 


The 
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The ſeeming breathleſs Champion light aroſe, 
By Wounds unweaken'd, fiercer through his Fall; 
Nor could aſtoniſh'd SCoRN his Force oppoſe ; 
Debarr'd of wonted Flight, a ſudden Thrall: 
So dear th* unwary ſhort-liv'd Brav'ry coſt; 
What Hours with Toil preſerv'd, with Eaſe a Moment loft. 


XIX. 


But now the neutral Troops to move began, 
Threatning the weary'd Hoſts with fatal War; 
Led by their Cheiftain LusT, a Giant Man, 
With boaſtful Voice loud ſhouting from afar ; 
Like Mountain Torrents ſwell'd by Winter Show'rs, 
Reſiſtleſs, fierce he ſweeps along the Plain; 
His leprous Mouth a Flame infectious pours, 
Darting ſlow Death, and ſelf-conſuming Pain ; 
His ever-rolling Eyes like Beacons glare, 
Shagg'd as the Goat his Limbs, and black his briſtling Hair. 
* 
XX. 
Still to new Conqueſt eager he aſpir'd, 
Leaving with Scorn whom he ſubdu'd in Fight; 
Againſt Repulſe well- ſteel'd, nor ever tir'd 
With toilſome Day, or ill-ſucceeding Night. 
Active whene'er the lucky Moment call'd ; 
At leaſt Advantage obſtinate to preſs : 
His harden'd Front, unbluſhing, unappall'd, + 
Laugb' d at Reproaches, and enjoy'd Diſgrace 3 


k. 


C F Sporting 


— — 
* * 


r 


Sporting with Oaths, unmov'd with Parents Moans, 


With rifled Virgin's Shricks, or Infants dying Groans; 


B44 8 
His Shield was painted with laſcivious Lies, 
Whoredom's Device, devis'd to veil his Shame 
Of Joye the Thund”rer, and of Phcebus wile, 
The Bull, the Goat, the Serpent, and the Flame. 
There Prude Diana too, by Day-light chaſte, 
Aſleep lay pictur'd in Endymion's Arms; 
There Bacchus“ Feaſts, and Venus's Rites were plac'd : 
With Philtres baſe, and Love-compelling Charms. 
A. Creft obſcene o'erſhades the Monſter's Head; 


A Jove in Eagle's Form, and raviſh'd Ganymede. 


XX11. 
BY 


Gainſt LusT the raſh Coquets their Forces bent, 
But ſunk beneath the Fury of the Storm. 
When Mopksr v, from the main Army ſent 
I' oppoſe his Rage, advanc'd her Angel Form; 
Skilful with Darts to wage an equal Fight, 
Her Arm reſiſts not, but prevents the Blow; 
A guiltleſs Bluſh crimſons her ſnowy White; 
Softly reſerv'd her Voice, and ſweetly low. 
No Woman Chief did like Perfection ſhare, 


Scarce CUNNING more of Might, or BEAUTY ſelf more fair. 


| XXIIE 


Again he riſes fierce, diſgrac'd to fall again. 


4 3 -1 
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The Championeſs quick ſeiz d a riſing Ground, 
Where Ramparts high by Female Hands were wrought; 
Whoſe Fence the Giant traverſing around, 
Now here, now there, in vain an Ent rance ſought. 
Upwards he preſs'd with unavailing Speed, 
Ardent in equal Fight his Foe t aſſail; 
| Her ready Lance meets his aſpiring Head, 
Strongly rebuff*d, he tumbling ſtrikes the Vale ; ; 
But undiſmay'd, upſtarting from the Plain, 


* 


XXIV. 


Stun'd at the Shock, the ſcarcely oonqu' ring Fair 
Now wiſely meditates a diſtant Blow; 

A pond'rous Stone, hurl'd through the whiſtling Air, 
Prevents the grappling of her ſtronger Foe 3 

Full on his Helm the rocky Fragment fell, . 
And ſoil'd in humble Duſt his lofty Creſt ; 

But Wounds on Wounds his Courſe in vain repel, 
For tenfold Fury fires his ſtubborn Breaſt 3 

His glaring Eyes ſhot a revengeful Flame; 


He roar'd, and would have bluſh'd, if capable of Same. 


XXV. 
His Fraud (th' Artificer of Falſhood) try'd 
In borrow'd Shape t' elude her wary Eye; 
His Shield, and well-known Caſket thrown aſide, 
| Diſguis'd like Loye, he march'd as an Ally. 


4 1 With 


[ 12 ] 
With unſuſpicious Faith the Maid beliey'd, 
Till now the Rampart's Top the Foe had gain'd; 
Too late the lurking Treaſon ſhe perceiv'd, 
Surprizid un' wares, ſhe ſcarce his Force ſuſtain'd; 
Courage her Heart, and Strength her Arm forſook; 
Weak, ſinking by Degrees; faint, yielding to the Shock. 


XXVI. 
| | The ſelf-ſufficient Prudes embattled ſtood 
2 Near hand, but none t' aſſiſt the Vanquiſh'd flies; 
41 Their neighbour Ranks they ſay with Joy ſubdu'd, 
| With ſpiteful Mirth triumphant in their Eyes 
With Scoffs, and wiſe Reproaches they upbraid 
Thoſe that, o'erpower'd, for Help or Pity call; 
And can they yeild to LusT, in Rage they ſaid, 
Unaided, friendleſs, let the Wretches fall. 
Themſelves were now attack'd, the reſt o'erthrown, 
And Weakneſs ſcorn'd ſo late, too ſoon became their own, 


XXVII. 


At length the Chieftain Prude obſtructs his Speed; 
| (By Mortals Honour call'd, by Angels PRIDE) 
On lowly Earth her Foot diſdain'd to tread ; 
High in a martial Car ſhe choſe to ride : 
The Load fix dappled Courſers proudly drew, 
Their Harneſs bright with Tinſel overcaſt; 


Still as ſhe rode, a conſcious Glance ſhe threw, 
To mark what Gazers view'd her, as ſhe paſt. 
Studded 
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Studded with burniſh'd Braſs the Chariot ſhin'd, 
And drag'd with uſeleſs Pomp ſix glitt ring Slaves behind. 


XXVIII. 


She clanks her rattling Arms, and ſhouts aloud, 
Strengthen'd by num'rous Troops, that gaz'd around ; 
While Los r, half faint, amidſt the thronging Crowd, 
Himſelf on Foot a Match unequal found : 
He leaves the Field, as deſp'rate of Succeſs, 
But with recruited Rage and Strength returns, | 
Drawn by eight Steeds, he breaks the wondring Preſs ; 
With Spokes of burniſh'd Gold the Chariot burns. 
PRIDE turn'd her Reigns, ſoon as his Car ſhe view'd, 
Faſt fled the frighted Dame, the Frighter Knight purſu'd, 


ee mr” oa 


XXIX. 


Now ſable-mantled Night advancing nigh, 
Colours, diſtin before, confus'dly blends, 
While far from either Hoſt the Chariots fly, 
Till Honouk, tir'd, to Parley condeſcends, i 
Deigns to ſubmit her haughty Creſt to lower ; 
For Privacy ſhe thinks her Shame will ſcreen : 
No more depending on her virgin Pow'r, 
Since nor her Vaunts are heard, nor Proweſs ſeen, 
She yields a willing Captive to his Might, 
Obſcur'd in guilty Clouds of all-concealing Night. 


XXX. 
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From yielded Honour, LusT returning flew, 
Where camp'd in Reft the Male Battalions lay, 
And rous'd their weary'd Hoſt with Battle new, 
With Rage ſtill fierceſt when remote from Day. 
Not all the Noon-tide Heat, and Toil of War, 
Equal'd the Dangers of this Midnight Hour; 
The Cent'ry ſink, unnerv'd with ſudden Fear, 
And Groans of Wretches ſpeak the Victor's Pow'r; 
Till ſpread from Rank to Rank th' Alarm was heard, 
Where RE As0N, wakeful Chief, has utmoſt Tent uprear'd, 


„ 


Stranger to Noiſe, to his lov'd Reſt retir'd, 
Rev'rend his hoary Head, in Counſel ſage ; 

Scorn'd in Extremes, and in Extremes admir'd ; 
Decry'd in Youth, and idoliz'd in Age; 

His Voice was calm, and ſtill, and rarely known, 
Where direful Trumpets vex the troubled Air, 

He ſtarts from Earth, where arm'd his Limbs were thrown, 
His Squadrons Fate or to revenge or ſhare. 

ogy Your enter'd Camp from ſwift Deſtruction keep, 

Or inſtant rouz'd awake, or ſlain for ever ſleep. 


XXXII. 


He ſpake ; they riſe obedient to his Call, 
Who near their Chief their ready tents had plac'd ; 
Yet baffled ſoon the Conqu'ror's Prey they fall, 


Their Leader ſtanding but to yield the laſt. 
Bock A while 


A while ſucceſsful prov'd his aged Arm, 
A while his Fortune hung in equal Scale, 
He ſunk, enfeebled as he grew more warm; 
But LusT preſs'd on, accuſtom'd to prevail, 
With Strength unbated by laborious Sweat ; 
Greateſt when moſt oppos'd, increaſing with his Heat. 


XXXIII. 


Now ruddy Morn purpled the glowing Eaſt, 
And ſhow'd the Waſte the Monſter's Rage had made; 
Whoſe Force nor Floods nor Mountains could reſiſt; 
Nor Braſs, nor Di'mond Barriers could have ſtay'd. 
At length both ſhatter'd Hoſts their Counſels bent, 
How ſureſt to revenge their common Foil; 
Made wiſe by Smart, a Championeſs they ſent, 
Whoſe Arm alone was equal to the Toil ; 
Sometimes on Earth by ViRTuE's Title fam'd, 


But by th' Angelick Hoſt Divine REL1G10N nam'd. 


XXXIV. 


Mild, ſweet, ſerene, and chearful was her Mood; 
Nor grave with Sternneſs, nor with Lightneſs free; 
Againſt Example reſolutely good; 

Fervent in Zeal, and warm in Charity: 
Who ne'er forſook her Faith for Love of Peace, 

Nor ſought with Fire and Sword to ſhew her Zeal ; 
Duteous to Princes, when they moſt oppreſs ; 

Patient in bearing Ill, and doing well; 


In Pray'rs, and Tears, ſhe found her ſole Defence, 
Nor rais'd rebellious Arms to ſtrengthen Providence. 


XXXV. 


Her prudent Care was fix'd on Heav'n's bleſt Height, 

Yet by her Steps on Earth that Care was ſhewn. 
Fearleſs of Harm in Darkneſs, as in Light 

Fearful of Sin at Midnight, as at Noon : 
A bloody Croſs was pourtray'd on her Shield, 

Whoſe Sight the Monſter ſcarcely could ſuſtain ; 
Feeble to keep, yet loth to quit the Field ; 

Blaſted and Thunder-ftruck with chilling Pain: 
When gainſt his Head her ſacred Arms ſhe bent, 

Strict Watch, and Faſt ſevere, and Pray'r omnipotent. 


XXXVI. 


Murm'ring he fled, yet backward turn'd his Face, * 
Whom Step by Step th' Angelick Maid purſu'd ; 
Yet oft, as ſlack' ning he obſerv'd her Pace, 
He ſtay'd his Speed, and Battle vain renew'd. 
Mean while the yet-remaining neutral Bands, 
Advanc'd with open Look, and friendly Mind; 
Whoſe March a great and well-known Pair command, + 
MARRIAGE, and Love, unhappy when disjoin'd 3 
Who over LusT perpetual Triumph gain'd ; | 
Friends to RE11G10N firm, by wiſeſt God ordain'd. } 


XXXVII. 
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XXXVII. 


Love, the moſt gen'ral Conq'ror here below, 
Whoſe ſubtle Nature hard is to be told ; 
, mW ' Whom all can feel, but few aright can know ; 
| Who cheats the Crafty, and who fools the Old. 
He ſeem'd of jarring Contraries compos'd, 
To- day ſharp ſighted, and To-morrow blind; 
His Beavor lifted up, his Face diſclos' d, 
Where ſimple Faith and winning Sweetnels ſhin'd, 
High on his Creſt ſat perch'd a gall-leſs Dove, 
Emblem of changeleſs Truth, of Chaſtity, and Love, 


XXXVIII. 
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Th immortal Glories of the nut-brown Maid, 
Emblazon'd lively on his Shield appear ; 
The various Parts which ſhifting Henry play'd ; 
0 * The Teſt for human Frailty too ſevere, 
Wealth, Eaſe, and Fame, and Sex ſhe caſt behind; 
True to his Woes and Conſort of his Ill : 
Not Falſhood's ſelf could ſhake her ſteddy Mind; 
Tho? baſe, and perjur'd, yet ſhe loves him ſtill. 
All but her Virtue ſhe for Henry leaves ; 
\ x Love ſtands the ſore Aſſault, tho' rival'd Woman grieves. 


XXXIX. 
Sometimes more fleet the ſwift-foot Pow'r would go, 
Than Light, or Thought, or Time itſelf could fly: 


Sometimes with ſtealing Motion, filent, low ; 
I. Unſeen, unmark'd, but by the jealous Eye: 
D 


Dauntleſs 
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Dauntleſs, reſoly'd, mindleſs of Perils paſt, 
Rewarded in an Hour for Years of Pain : 
Trembles his Eye, with modeſt Awe down-caſt, 
Faulters his Tongue, ſcarce daring to complain 3 
Yet when grown bold, their moving Force he tries, 
Manna is on his Tongue, and Witcheraft in his Eyes. 


XL, 
Of winged Boys a num'rous Troop they led, 
| Who ſent their Shafts with never-erring Aim, 
Whoſe Wounds not Pain, but tickling Pleaſure bred 3 
Still were the loudeſt, and the fierceſt tame. 
F orgetting Feuds they long to be ally'dg 
And ſofter Paſſions on the Sexes ſeize : 
Down from their Hands their wrathful Weapons ſlide, 


Chang'd is their Rancour for Deſire to pleaſe ; 
In ſudden Peace the jarring Kinds agree, 


With Reconcilement dear, and cordial Amity. 


XLI. 
Tratisform'd by magick Love the Males appear, 
New caſt their Natures in a finer Mold; 
Prudent the Fool, well-natur'd the Severe, 
The Wiſe grew humble, and the Coward bold! 
Nor leſs his friendly Darts iniprove the Fair ; 
Was none or looſely free, or coyly rude ; 
The gay Coquet now liv'd not to enſnare; 
To meckeſt paſſive Woman ſunk the Prude : 
Nor 
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Nor could the Brave reſiſt, nor Fearful run, 
rer Heay'n made Man to win, and Woman to be won. 


XLII. 


Next cloſe to Lovx well-ſuited MarrI1Aaee came, 

Who Hand in Hand their ſocial Steps advance, 
Kindly as Warmth of Life, her equal Flame 

Not Fevers heat, nor flutt' ring Spirits dance 5 
Who Pleaſure taſted with refleting Thought, 

Not Life upbraiding for avoidleſs Pains 
Entail'd on Mortal State ; who wiſely ſought 

Too flitting Love with long-enduring Chains, 
Of Int'reſt and of Duty faſt to bind, | 

Fountain of chaſte Delight, great Parent of Mankind. 


XLIIL. 


Where faithful Lov x had join'd the Sexes Hands, 
She grants an holier, and a nearer Tye: 
For Death alone could diſunite her Bands, 
Nor leſs than Life true Love could fatisfy : 
While thus ſhe join'd the Pair, the Matron ſpoke 3 
Attend, ye Sexes, and my Words approve, 
My Doom nor Male nor Female ſhall revoke z 
Since Nature form'd the Kinds for. mutual Love; 
Vain your Diſputes, vain. is your Anger ſhewn, 
For more diſtinguiſh'd Hate meer Dotage ſhall attone. 


XLIV. 


* 
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XLIV. 


Tho' Man does awful Rule o'er Woman bear, 
Not ſprung from greater Worth, but Right Divine z 
Vet ſhe ſhall in her Furn Dominion ſhare, 
| Ere to his Will her Empire ſhe reſign : 
But while ſhe reigns her Mildneſs let her ſhow,, 
And well employ the quickly-fleeting Time; 
Not unrewarded ſhall her Mercy go, 
And ſtricteſt Juſtice ſhall o'ertake her Crime. 
Gently ſhall thoſe be rul'd, who gently fway'd ; 
Abjeg ſhall thoſe obey, who haughty were obey'd. 


XLV. 

AMBITION proud, and ſordid AVARICE, 

Diſguis'd like Love himſelf attended nigh 
And each ſometimes the Place of Love ſupplies; 

While partial AGE compell'd them to comply. 
Such Pairs were. ſoon diſtinguiſh'd by th” Event; 

Unkind RR YROACRH, too biting to endure, 
1 Pining DisrRUsr, and brawling DrscoxrENr, 
9  Cargd Je ALOUSY, which Heav'n alone can cure ; 
4 i Foul perjur'd GviLT, fad Cauſer of DivoRCE ; 
And late REPENTANCE vain, of Hell itſelf the Source. 
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XEVI. 


Forgive the Voice that uſeful Fiction ſings 3 

Not impious Tales of Deities impure, 
Not Faults of breathleſs Queens, or living Kings, 
In downright Treaſon, or in Hints obſcure. 
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What here I write, each knowing Eye muſt ſee; 
What here I write to all Men muſt belong : 
Still will the Sexes jar, and ſtill agree; 
And each Day's Truth ſhall moralize my Song. 
Still will each Sex for Sov'reignty contend : 
Wars with the World begun, with that alone ſhall end. 
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XLIV. 


Tho' Man does awful Rule o'er Woman bear, 
Not ſprung from greater Worth, but Right Divine; 


Vet ſhe ſhall in her Furn Dominion ſhare, 


Ere to his Will her Empire ſhe reſign : 


But white ſhe reigns her Mildneſs let her ſhow, 


And well employ the quickly-fleeting Time; 
Not unrewarded ſhall her Mercy go, 

And ſtricteſt Juſtice ſhall o'ertake her Crime. 
Gently ſhall thoſe be rul'd, who gently fway'd ; 


Abject ſhall thoſe obey, who haughty were obey'd. 


XLV. | 
AMBITION proud, and ſordid AVARICE, 
Diſguis'd like Love himſelf attended nigh 3 
And each ſometimes the Place of Love ſupplies ; 
While partial AGE compell'd them to comply. 
Such Pairs were. ſoon diſtinguiſh'd by th' Event; 
Unkind RxPROACH, too biting to endure, 


| Pining DisTRYST, and brawling DISCONTENT, 


Cars'd JEALovsy, which Heav'n alone can cure ; 


Foul perjur'd Gul r, fad Cauſer of Divorces ; 
And late REPENTANCE vain, of Hell itſelf the Source. 


XEVE 


F orgive the Voice that uſeful Fiction ſings ; 
Not impious Tales of Deities impure, 


Not Faults ef breathleſs Queens, or living Kings, 


I downright Treaſon, or in Hints obſcure. 
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What here I write, each knowing Eye muſt ſee 3 
What here I write to all Men muſt belong : 
Still will the Sexes jar, and ſtill agree; 
| And each Day's Truth ſhall moralize my Song. 
| | Still will each Sex for Sov'reignty contend : 
Wars with the World begun, with that alone ſhall end. 


THE 


: 


2 : 3 * 
1 — 6s 


8 I. « I IEP — 
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AE Printer hereof being informed by ſeveral Perſons of good 

Judgment, that ſome Lines of this Poem in the former Edi- 
tions, were uncouth, and many Rhymes diſſonant, applyed to a Gen- 
tleman, remarkable for his Genius and Learning, to alter and ſoften 
a few of them, The ſaid Gentleman * complyed with 


his Requeſt; and, for the Satisfaction of our Readers, we have 
inted the Lines as they ſtood in the Original ; and have marked 
thoſe which have been altered, thus # © 
Stan. iv. ver. 1. "Twas here each Sex their Field of Battle choſe, 
9290 « Here either Sex their Field of Battle choſe, 

ver. 9. Here Marriage chaſte, there Love the Conqu'ror lies ; 

10. Adverſe to ranging Luſt, and groveling Avarice. 
« Here Marriage chaſte, there Love had pitch'd his 

Tent, J 9 

« Adverſe to raging Luſt, and Avarice Earth - bent. 


Stan. y. ver. 4. To breathing Flutes they trod a meaſur'd Dance. 


« To gentle Flutes they trod a meaſur'd Dance. 
7. Kindling in martial Breaſts ſtern Love of War, 
« Kindling in martial Breaſts fierce Love of War, 
Stan.v1ik. ver.1. Beauty, great Gen'ral of the Female War, 
“Beauty, great Gen'ral of the Female Fight, 
3. Too 4 * for Toils her ſlender Limbs appear, 
Her ftender Limbs for Toils appear too flight, 
4. Yet ſtouteſt Herggs trembled at her Rage. 
| Vet ſtouteſt Chiefs have trembled at her Rage. 
Sean.xiii,ver4. With well-dreſs'd Hate, and well-diſſembled Love; 
| « With well-guis'd Hate, and well-difſembled Love; 
Stan.xviii.vr.6, By Wounds unweaken'd, fiercer for his Fall; 
« By Wounds unweaken'd, fiercer through his Fall; 
Stan. xx. ver. 3. Gainſt all Repulſes ſteel'd, nor ever tir'd | 
« Againſt Repulſe well-ſteel'd, nor ever tir'd 
Stan.xxi.ver.8. With Philtres baſe, and Luſt-compelling Charms. 
With Philters baſe, and Love-compelling Charms. 


Stan. xxii. vr. 8. Her Voice reſerv'dly ſoft, and ſweetly low. 
6e Softly reſerv'd her Voice, and ſweetly low. 


Stan,xxiv.vr.1 Stun'd with the Shock, the ſcarcely conqu'ring Fair, 


«* Stun'd at the Shock, the ſcarcely conqu'ring Fair, 


Stan.xxix.vr.7 No more defying, ſtriking now no more, 


« No more depending on her Virgin Pow'r 


Stan.xxxi.vr.y His Voice was ſmall, and ſtill, and rarely known 
« His Voice was calm, and ſtill, and rarely known 


Stan. xxxv. vr. 1 Her prudent Care was fi d on Heaven's-Height, - 
« HerprudentCare was fix d on Heav'ns bleſt Height, 


Stan. xlii. vr. 3. Kindly as Warmth of Life, her even Flame 
« Kindly as Warmth of Life her equal Flame 
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The GUARDIAN, Ne 152. 


Quin potius pacem æ ternam pactoſue hymenceos 
Exercemus - k⸗ Virg. 
HERE is no Rule in Lonciwnvs which I more admire, than that 
Wherein he adviſes an Author who would attain to the Sublime, and 
| writes for Eternity, to conſider, when he is engaged in his Compoſlitien, 
what Hou R or PL aTo, or any other of thoſe Heroes in the learned 
World would have faid or thought upon the ſame Occafion. I have often praftiſed 
this Rule, with regard to the beſt Authors among the Ancients, as well as among 
the Moderns. With what Succeſs I muſt leave to the Judgment of others. Im 
at leaft venture to ſay with Mr. D&vyDzN, where he profeſſes to have imitated 


_ SnAxxsSPEARE'S Stile, that in imitating ſuch great Auchors I have always 


excelled myſelf. 


I have alſo by this means revived ſeveral antiquated Ways of Writing, which, 
though very inſtructive and entertaining, had been laid afide, and forgotten for ſome 
Ages. I ſhall in this Place only mention thoſe Allegories wherein Virtues; Vices, 
and human Paſſions are introduced as real Actors: Though this kind of Compoſi- 
tion was practiſed by the fineſt Authors among the Ancients ; our Countryman 
SyzNSER is the laſt Writer of Note, who has applied himſelf to it with Succeſs. 

That an Allegory may be both delightful and inſtructive ; in the firſt Place, the 
Fable of it ought to be perfect, and, if poſſible, to be filled with ſurprizing Turns 
and Incidents, In the next, there ought to be uſeful Morals and Reflections couched 
under it, which ſtill receive a greater Value from their being ne and uncommon 3 
as alſo from their appearing difficult to have been thrown into emblematical Types 


and Shadows, 


I was once thinking to have written an whole Canto in the Spirit of Sr NSN, 
and in order to it contrived a Fable of imaginary Perſons and Characters. I raifed 
it on that common Diſpute between the comparative Perfections and Pre-eminence 
of the two Sexes, each of which have very frequently had their Advocates among 
the Men of Letters. Since I have not Time to accompliſh this Work, I ſhall 
ſent my Reader with the naked Fable, reſerving the- Embelliſhments of Verſe and 
Poetry to another Opportunity, 


The Two Sexes contending for Superiority, were onte at War with each other, 
which was chiefly carried on by their Auxiliaries- The Males were drawn up on 
the one Side of a very ſpacious Plain, the Females on the other ; between t 
was left a very large Interval for their Auxiliaries to engage in. At each Extre- 
mity of this middle Space lay encamped ſeveral Bodies of neutral Forces, who 
waited for the Event of the Battle, before they would declare themſelves, that they 
might then act as they aw Occaſion. 


The main Bedy of the Male Auxiliaries was commanded by Fox T1Tunz ; that 
of the Female by BxauTy.' FoxTiTvuDptz begun the Onſet on BEAUTY; 
but found to his Coſt, that ſhe had ſuch a particular Witchcraft in her Looks, a» 
withered all his Strength. She play'd upon him ſo many Smiles and Glances, that 
ſhe quite weakened and diſarmed him. | 


In ſhort, he was ready to call for Quarter, had not Wis Don come to his Aid 
This was the Commander of the Male Right Wing, and would have turned the 
Fate of the Day, had not he been timely oppoſed by Cu NN, who commanded 

the Left Wing of the Female Auxiliaries, Cu N NNO was the Chief Engineer of 
the Fair Army; but upon this Occaſion was poſted, as I have here faid, to receive 
the Autacks of Wisvom, It was very entertaining to fee the Workings of theſe 

two 
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do Antagoniſts ; the Conduct of the one, and the Stratagems of the other, Never F 
+ „was there a more equal Match. Thoſe, who beheld it, gave the Victory ſometindee 9 
* to the one, and ſometimes to the other, though moſt declared the Advantage was 
1 on the Side of the Female Commander. 2 
4 5 In the mean time the Conflict was very great in the Left Wing of the Army, 
A © where the Battle began to turn to the Male Side. This Wing was commanded by 
2 an old experienced Officer called Pa TIE NE, and on the Female Side by a Ge- 4 
13 neral known by the Name of Scoxn. The latter, that fought after the Man- 1 
4 ner of the Parthians, had the better of it all the Beginning of the Day; but being 
j8 quite tired out with the long Purſuits and repeated Attacks of the Enemy, who 
had been repulſed above a hundred times, and rallied as often, began to think of 
8 yielding. When on a ſudden a Body cf neutral Forces began to move. The Lea- 
. der was of an ugly Look, and gigantick Stature. He acted like a Drawcanflr, 
1 \ paring neither Friend nor Foe. . His Name was LusT. On the Female Side he 
J was oppoſed by a ſelect Body of Forces, commanded by a young Officer, that had 
the Face of a Cherubim, and the Name of MoprzsTyY. This beautiful young 
"i : | Hrn was ſupported by one of a more macſuline Turn, and fierce Behaviour, 
1 called by Men Honovus, and by the Gods PRIDE. This laſt made an obſtinate 
W_ ; Defence, and drove back the Enemy more than once, but at length reſigned at 
Diſcretion. 
The dreadful Monſter, after having overturned whole Squadrons in the Female 1 
Army, fell in among the Males, where he made a more terrible Havock than on | 
? 


| the other Side. He was here oppoſed by Rx AseN, who drew up all his Forces 
| - againſt him, and held the Fight in Snſpence for ſome time, but at length quitted 


* 


3 After a great Ravage on both Sides, the two Armies agreed to join againſt this 
| 8 common Foe. And in order to it drew out a ſmall choſen Band, whom they 
1 placed by Conſent under the Conduct of VIA TE, who in a little time drove this 
1 ugly Monſter out of the Field. | 


i; V Upon this Retreat, a ſecond neutral Leader, whoſe Name was Lovz, marched 
* 6 nin between the two Armies. He headed a Body of ten thouſand winged Boys, 
18 that threw their Darts and Arrows promiſcuouſly among both Armies. The 
& | Wounds they gave were not the Wounds of an Enemy, They were pleaſing to 
| thoſe, that felt them; and had ſo ſtrange an Effect, that they wrought a Spirit of 
mutual Friendſhip, Reconciliation, and Good-will in both Sexes. The two Armies 
now looked with cordial Love on each other, and ftretched out their Arms with 
Tears of Joy, as longing to forget old Animoſities, and embrace one another. 


The laſt General of Neutrals, that appeared in the Field, was HYMz n, who 
marched immediately after Lovz, and ſeconding the good Inclinations which he 
had inſpired, joined the Hands of both Armies. Loves generally accompanied 
him, and recommended the Sexes Pair by Pair to his good Offices. 


. But as it is uſual enough for ſeveral Perſons to dreſs themſelves in the Habit of | 
a great Leader, AMB1T1ION and AvARiICE bad taken on them the Garb and U 
Habit of Lovz, by which Means they often impoſed on HYNMEN, by putting 
into his Hands ſeveral Couples, whom he would never have joined together, had it 
not been brought about by the Deluſion of thoſe two Impoſtors. | 


* P. S. We have been informed ſince the Printing of the foregoing Poem, and 
- Guardian, that ſome one elſe hath attempted an Edition with the ſame Title, and 
a new Preface to it, wherein the Writer hath endeavoured to prove that Mr. 

Appison is the Author; but whoever he be, he muſt in all Probability be 

miſtaken, becauſe the Poem is not written in the Manner, Style, or Meaſure of 
that Gentleman: And, we have been aſſured by ſome, that one Mr. WzsTLY, 
. a moſt ingenious young Man, was the Author: Others will have it to be the 
. Compoſition of Mr. Hucxzs, Author of the Siege of Damaſcus ;- while = 
. afſert, that Lord Bo: incBROKE was actually the Writer: Therefore we 
not pretend to fix it upon any particular Perſon, buy leave the Publick to judge for 
, themſelves, | | ; 


